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to understand the people of these United States.

As another instance of our regard for the finer
and loftier aspects of life, consider our parks, set
apart for the use of the ped ple by the city, the State
and the nation.  In the cities of this new country
the public playgrounds have had to be made, the
most of them, and at high cost, whereas the towns
of the old world have come into possession of theirs
for nothing, more often than not, inheriting the
private recreation grounds of their rulers.  And
Europe has nothing to show similar in kind either
to the reservations of certain States, like the steadily
enlarging preserves in the Catskills and the Adiron-
dacks, or to the ampler national parks, the Yellow-
stone, the Yosemite and the Grand Canon of the
Colorade, some of them far larger in area than one
at least of the original thirteen States. Overcoming
the pressure of private greed, the people have or-
dained the preservation ef this nutural beauty and
its protection for all time under the safe guardian-
ship of the nation and with free access to all who
may claim admission to enjoy it.

In like manner the battle-ficlds, whereon the
nation spent its blood that it might be what it is
and what it hopes to be—these have been taken
over by the nation itself and set apart and kept as
holy places of pilgrimage. They are free from the
despoiling hand of any private owner, They are
adorned with monuments recording the courage
of the men who fought there. They serve as
constant reminders of the duty we owe to the
country and of the debt we owe to those who
made it and who saved it for us. And the
loval veneration with which these ficlds of
Bblood have been cherished here in the United
States finds no parallel in any country in
Europe, no matter how glorious may be its
annals of military prowess. Even Waterloo is
in private hands; and its fields enriched by the
bones of thonsands, are tilled every year by
the industrions Belgian farmers.  Yet it was a
Frenchmin, Renan, who told us that what welds
men into a nation is the memory of great
deeds done in common and the will to ac-
complish vet more."”

According to the theory of the conservation of
energy, there ought to he about as much virtue
in the world at one time as at another.  Accord-
ing to the theory of the survival of the fit-
test, there ought to be a little more now
than there was a century ago.  We Ameri-
cans to-day have our faults, and they are
abundant enourh and blitant enough, and
foreigners tuke care that we shall not overlook
them: but our ethical standurd —however im-
‘[rl'rfm'll_\' we may at Lain to it —is at least as high
as that of the Gre under Pericles, of the
Romuns under Cwsar, of the English under
Elizabeth, 1t is higher even than that of our
furefathers who established our freedom; as those
know best who have most carefully inguired into
the inner history of the American Revolution.

In nothing was our advance more striking
thun in the diferent treatment meted ont to
the vanquished after the Revolution and after
the Civil War. When we had made our pedce
with the British the native Tories were pro-
serbed and thousands of lovahists left the
United States to carry into Canada the in-
durated hatred of the exiled.  But after Lee's
surrender at Appomattox, no body of soen,
no single man  indeed, was driven forth to
live an alien for the vest of his davs: a few
might choose to go, hut none were compelled.

This ¢ on the part of those

who were victors in the struggle was evidence
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n denounced this as our 1n
mediite danrer; he mmntained that we
were too good-natured, too lhl*}'—;{l.ritl_'.!.
too tolerant of evil; and he insisted that
we needed to stiffen our wills to Tirotest
against wrong and 1o wpple with it
resolutely and to overcome before it is
firmly rooted.

‘¢ are kindly aind we are hopeful; and
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The mermaid cannot skip the rope—
You'll see why at a ghinoe—

She cannot ride astride, or hope
To ever leamn to dance,

Her stockings good old Santa Claus
May not expect to find ;

But she will never fret because
Her skirt hangs wrong behind,

The mermaid cannot learn to go

out all right unless we so make it work; and
excessive optimism may e as corrupting to the
fiber of the people as “the Sabbathless pursuit of
fortune.” as Bacon termed it. When John Morley
was last in this country he seized swiftly upon a
chance allusion to this ingrained hopefulness of
ours. “Ah. what vou call o]rlimlrrll_" he cried, 1
call fatalism!” But an optimism which is solidly
based on a survey of the facts cannot fuirly be
termed fatalism,

And another British student of political science,
James Bryce, has recently pointed out that the
intelligent native American has —amd] is by ex-
perience justified in having—a firm conviction that
the majority of qualified voters are pretiy sure to
be right. Then he suggested a reason for the fuith
that is in us when he dedared that no such feching
exists in Europe, since in Germany the governing
class dreads the spread of socialism, in France the
Republicans know that it is not impossible that
Monarchism and Clericalism may succeed in nup-
setting the Republic, while in Great Britain each
party believes that the other party, when it suc-
ceeds, succeeds by misleading the people. and
neither party supposes that the majority are any
more likely to be right than to be wrong.

Mr. Morley and Mr. Bryce were both here in the
United States in the fall of 193, when we were in

THE MERMAID
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It might be worse by far:

Off backward from a car.

Alongz the avenue,

Her case is very sad, and yet

We know that she will never get

The mermaid cannot promenade

Or ¢ver stroll in pathways made
Tust wide enuugh for two,
The mermaid cannot run to mest Eines | -
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\‘H' -‘1.:'| !i\-"'l "'rlll the !]f"niv!' 111--} somehow On roller-skates, or stray Her love; but, after all i # Teusy YR -
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¢ long run, ut nothing will work And frisky lambkins play: In shoes a size too small ST Y e



